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" higher " pleasures are but slightly appreciated by
the majority of men, and can hardly be said to be
pleasures for them at all. But here the theory of
evolution, whose adherents have been acting the
part of the candid friend to utilitarianism, must
come to its aid, and admit that human nature may
be so modified in the future as to allow of the " high-
est " becoming also the " greatest" of pleasures. The
argument in the mouth of the utilitarian is perhaps
a somewhat arbitrary one, since it could be applied
equally well to any class of pleasures. The notion
of " higher," as applied either to conduct or to pleas-
ure, has been accepted from current moral opinion.
But the theory of evolution has set itself to explain
this notion, and to develop a theory of morality in
harmony with its own scientific positions, and free
from the defects which it has found in other sys-
tems. How far it contributes to the determination
of the ethical end will form the subject of investi-
gation in the following chapters.